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MEASUIES T0 LIMIT THE DURATTION OF REGUIAR SESSIONS
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Fimancial implications of paragragh 47 of the msmorandum by the
Secretary-General, (A/2206)

Report of the. Fifth Comuttee

Rapporteur: Mr. K.G. BRENVAN (Australia)

1.: Pursuant to rule 152 of the rules of procedure of the Gereral Assembly,
the Fifth Committes, at its 367tk mesting held on 1 Decerber 1952, considered
the financlal implications of paragraph 47 of the memoranium presented by the
Socretary«feneral on the item "Ivbasuraa to 1imit the duration of regula.r
sesslons of the General Asseubly™ (A/2206) '
2, In paragraph 47 of his weworandum, the Secretary-General had proposeds:
(a.) that arrengenents should be mede Tor the sinml'ta.neous mset:lng of five
Main Committees of the General Assenmbly; and (b) that the mumber of
representatives or alternate representatives of each Member State whose -
travel expensés are rolmbursed by the United Nations in accordence with
resclution 14 D (Il) of 13 February 1946 should be inecreased from five to
soven.
3« The Fifth Commlttee had before it a statement of financial tuplications
" of these two proposals prepared 'bj the Sacre’cary-t}enﬁral (4/c.5/514) and a
report on. the Secre’ca.r;g ~General's statewent by the Advisory Cormit'ma on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions (A/2269).
k. It was estimated by the Becretary-Ceneral that adoption of the two
proposals in question would regquire the provision of additional funds under
section 1 of the budget in the mexlimm amcunt of $69,700 on the basis of a
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session of nine weeks, or of $1Ll,000 on the basis of an eight-week session.
The' Secre'tary-canera.l pointed out hDWGVeI‘ that, against these qncreaaed

cogts in gec“oion;l, the situation in other sectlons of the budget would be
-improved, in addition to which savings would, no doubt, accrue to Membar

States as & Tesult of their having to maintain thelr General Assembly delegation,%a
in New York for a shorter perlod.

5. 'The view was ex:presseﬂ 'by the Advisory Comulttes that 'l;he fimancial
rmplications. of paragmph 1}7 of the memorandum. (A/2206) hed been reagonably
egtimted by 'the Secretary-ﬂenaml gubject, however, to the following
raservat:].ons:

(i) It considered tha.t, while a preclse &s hinate could not be made, an
over-all econcmy would on ba.la.nce result from 9_, gesalon two wesks phorter,
that is to say, of elght weeks duration;: - :

{i1) It considersd fiurther that mo expendi'ture for additioral staff or
for the .conversion.of existing accomodation should be contemplated unleaa an®
untll existing facilities had been used to full capa.city, ang that a.ny
enlargerent of such fesilities and sewicea c::ulﬁ usefully be unﬁar-bakan
only if linked to a definite ob.jeotive in the form of a targe'b da'be :E‘or the
closing of the session at which the General Assembly would. alm each yea.r, B
vas suggested that, to this end, the possibility of convening certain Mals
Comirltteos with hee.v;y agerdas 1in a,dvance ‘of other Commi'l:'bees within ‘the pariod
of the session should not be overlosked in the interests of 'the economic
utilization of persomtel and se:wices;

(211)~ Fina.lly, the view was expressed -bha.t, should the Gensml Agsenbly
decide to incraaae the nusber of delogatlon mem‘bers in respect of whot travel
reirbursement 18 %o be rade, consideratlon might e ‘glvén to 11m1ting such-
inoreases to one additlonal zember, with a consequent reduction of $37,200
in the estimte. In this svent, and on the basis of an eight-rweek aession
involving ‘the pra*visibn of ada:!.tiona.l conferenoa facili'bies, +he necessary
budget expenditure would ramin virtuall,,r unchanged; - expenaes for representetion
would, hovavar, proh&bly show a: aignificant reducﬁ.on. :
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6. The Fifth Committee accordingly decided, by 37 votes to nome, with 3
abstontions, to inform the General Assenbly that, subject to the reservations
indicated above, adoption of the prcp.daals contained in paragraph 47 of the
Secrotary-Genoral's memorandum (A /2206) would imvolve the provision of
additioral funds under section 1 of the budget in & total maximm amount of
$69,700 for a General Assenbly session of nine weeks, or of $41,000 for a gesslan
of elght weeks. |
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